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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Report of the Trustees 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2025.  The
trustees have adopted the provisions of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended  Practice
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in  the
UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019). 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE
Charitable activities
2024/25 has seen a 4% rise in the number of deaf children in Scotland according to the CRIDE Scotland annual survey  –
taking the total to 3,588. This is consistent with increases in numbers of deaf children in recent years and makes  more
important the need for dedicated services and organisations to work with children and families. At the same time,  we
have seen an increase in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf (TOD) with 7.8WTE vacancies currently. There has been  an
increase in TODs of 12% which is positive news.

West of Scotland Deaf Children’s Society (WSDCS) has had a successful year which has seen us secure funding  from
Better Breaks for the provision of clubs, events and outings, The National Lottery, which has supported  our
infrastructure costs and events, and Glasgow Community Fund which has supported interpreters, salaries and  expert
support costs including family support. This has allowed the organisation to deliver effective, impactful  groups,
activities and 1:1 family support for individuals from across the West of Scotland. The organisation has engaged  with
over 120 families during 2024/25. WSDCS has also taken time to invest in the future with IT investment, rebranding  and
the commissioning of a strategic review.

Following the receipt of a substantial legacy in 2024, the Trustees appointed CCLA to support our investment of  monies
in January 2025 following a tendering process. The purpose was to ensure that the legacy funding was securely  and
ethically invested to support future work. This work was led by the Finance and HR Committee of the Board.

The Trustees also made the decision in early 2025 to undertake a strategic review to help guide future  organisational
design and focus. An independent consultant has been appointed to deliver on this review with the report due to  be
finalised in 2025.

The organisation has received 43 referrals during 2024/25 with the main sources of referrals being from Teachers of  the
Deaf and other professionals. In addition, the organisation has delivered regular groups and activities for deaf  children,
regular outings and a comprehensive programme of Family Support. Educational work within schools has been a  key
feature of our work.

During 2024/25, the organisation commissioned Third Sector Lab to rebrand the organisation as a way of  celebrating
our anniversary. The new logos and collaterals were launched in early 2025. The new website was also launched  which
is supporting effective engagement.

WSDCS also made an investment in IT infrastructure and support. This has proved to be a very positive investment.

The Trustees have reviewed and implemented several new policies and procedures to professionalise and  strengthen
how we deliver supports and services to deaf children. The team worked intensively with Trustees to progress this work.

Family and young people consultation remains at the heart of what we do, and regular consultation and  engagement
ensures that WSDCS is fully child centred in its approach to the development and the delivery of services.

A recruitment drive has seen us recruit one new Trustee and the organisation continues to develop and evolve the  Board
to ensure that we have the correct balance of skills and expertise to guide and lead the organisation.

Activities with Schools and Other Organisations
WSDCS collaborated and worked in partnership with primary and secondary schools across the West of  Scotland
throughout 2024/25. We also continued our partnership with St Roch’s Secondary School, sharing Better Breaks  funding
with them for another year.

WSDCS developed partnerships with local community organisations such as Make Do and Grow and continued to  work
in partnership with Glasgow Life. We also continued to work together with peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf in the  West
of Scotland and have maintained our relationship with The Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland. Additionally,  we
have been supported by the British Deaf Association. WSDCS have continued to work closely with NDCS.
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Report of the Trustees 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE
Social Media
WSDCS uses the following social media to communicate: Facebook (with a private group for families and  young
people), X (for the wider community), Instagram and Facebook Messenger. Our social media channels continue to be  a
great way of reaching families and maintaining a strong support network and are supported by our social media policy.

Highlights and Activities
Over the past 12 months, WSDCS have provided:

Kids’ Club
- For pre-school and primary school-aged deaf children and their siblings
- PVG-certified staff and BSL/English interpreters
- Activities at the clubs have included a Christmas Party at Pollokshaws Halls
- Other club activities have included Christmas cake decorating and crafts, Make Do and Grow arts and crafts,  Circus
Sensible circus skills, Super Science Party, drama workshop with a deaf actor, Animal Man’s Mini Zoo, trips  to
WonderWorld Soft Play, Hollywood Bowl, Glasgow Science Centre, Vue cinema to see a specially subtitled showing  of
The Little Mermaid, the Burrell Collection, Kelvin Hall Archives, Pizza Hut to make pizzas, Primary Schools  football
tournament and Art Space G41 for pottery painting.

Youth Group
- For secondary school-aged young people and their siblings
- Weekly in person except during school holiday periods
- Face-to-face activities have included a trip to Level X video games and bowling, mini golf, the cinema,  secondary
school football tournament and a summer trip to M&Ds theme park
- Prizes and awards for young people.

Summer Trips
There were three summer trips in 2024: M and D’s, Crieff Hydro Adventure Park and Blair Drummond Safari  Park,
supporting more than 70 families. Coach travel was arranged for all three trips as they were difficult to access by  public
transport for those families without a car. The summer trips were well attended, and we are grateful to our team and  our
volunteers.

Kiltwalk 2024
A total of £12,114.92 was raised by WSDCS through the efforts of everyone who took part in the Kiltwalk 2024. We  are
very grateful to the staff, Trustees and families who supported fundraising efforts.

Grants and Funding from Organisations
Restricted grants and donations from funders, which funded WSDCS staff salaries, core costs, club activities and  BSL
classes, were received during the period 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025 from Agnes Hunter Trust,  Glasgow
Communities Fund, National Lottery Community Fund, and Shared Care Better Breaks.

WSDCS is very grateful to all the funders who have supported us and to all the individuals who have fundraised  for
WSDCS - we are very grateful. Thank you to all these organisations for their generosity.

Donations from Individuals
Thank you to parents and carers who contributed to outings and club activities. This helps the charity to provide  more
activities for deaf children and is greatly appreciated.

Awards
WSDCS awards were presented at the Christmas party. The Pat Clark Volunteer Award 2024 was given to Lucy  Sultana
and the Frances Dolan Endeavour Award was presented to Sophie Carruthers.

Recognising the Team
The Trustees would like to thank the team - Iain Campbell, Lisa Sultana and Lesley Winning - for their exceptional  hard
work and commitment during 2024/25.
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Report of the Trustees 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

FINANCIAL REVIEW
Principal funding sources
The charity’s income for the year amounted to £442,605 (2024: £147,316) which is made up of mainly grants  and
donations, as well as the legacy received, with minimal gift aid and investment income.

Reserves policy
All reserves of the charity are unrestricted. It is policy for the charity to maintain six months operating expenditure as  as
unrestricted reserves. Unrestricted reserves at 31/03/25 were £79,221.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Governing document
West Scotland Deaf Children’s Society (“the charity”) is established by Constitution as a registered Association of  the
National Deaf Children’s Society and was recognised as a Scottish Charity (no. SC012285) on 10th December 1992.

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees
New Trustees are appointed at the discretion of the Management Committee. There is no fixed term for membership  of
the Management Committee. New Trustees take part in an induction programme which aims to familiarise them with  the
charity’s values, aims and objectives together with its day-to-day operations, in addition to clarifying their  statutory
responsibilities as a Trustee of a charity.

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
Registered Charity number
SC012285

Principal address
93 Hope Street
Glasgow
G2 6LD

Trustees
P Boyce (Vice Chair) 
E Docherty 
A Donati 
H Gray (Co-Chair) 
S Leggett 
W Leggett 
L Montgomery 
R O'Rourke 
R O'Rourke 
K Ryan 
H Young (Co-Chair) 
D Boyd (appointed 12.5.25) 

Independent Examiner
AMAS Murrison Limited
Chartered Accountants
10 Newton Terrace
Charing Cross
Glasgow
G3 7PJ

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 15 September 2025 and signed on its behalf by: 

H Young - Trustee 
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of 
West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 set out on pages five to twelve. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of the  Charities
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).  The
charity's trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1)(a) to (c) of the Accounts Regulations does  not
apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under Section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to state  whether
particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of the independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland)  Regulations
2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the  accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,  and
seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide  all
the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given  by
the accounts. 

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention : 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements 

- to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1)(a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the  2006
Accounts Regulations; and 

- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with Regulation 8 of the  2006
Accounts Regulations 

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to  be
reached. 

Simon A Murrison BA CA
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland

AMAS Murrison Limited
Chartered Accountants
10 Newton Terrace
Charing Cross
Glasgow
G3 7PJ

15 September 2025

Page 4

FuseSign
Signed by heather Young on 9/15/2025 2:38:08 PM +00:00 (42980000-77e0-22e4-367b-08ddf4657d1f)

FuseSign
Signed by Heather Gray on 9/15/2025 4:12:59 PM +00:00 (ad380000-bb66-3eed-b298-08ddf472bd79)



West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Statement of Financial Activities 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

31.3.25 31.3.24
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

fund funds funds funds
as restated

Notes £ £ £ £
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 34,300 290,714 325,014 39,797

Charitable activities 
Chartiable activities - 117,591 117,591 107,408

Other trading activities 2 - - - 111
Investment income 3 - (5,289) (5,289) -

Total 34,300 403,016 437,316 147,316

EXPENDITURE ON 
Raising funds 2,805 - 2,805 1,264

Charitable activities 
Chartiable activities 4,670 123,951 128,621 118,423

Total 7,475 123,951 131,426 119,687

NET INCOME 26,825 279,065 305,890 27,629

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 52,395 14,688 67,083 39,454

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 79,220 293,753 372,973 67,083

The notes form part of these financial statements
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Balance Sheet 
31 March 2025

31.3.25 31.3.24
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

fund funds funds funds
as restated

Notes £ £ £ £
FIXED ASSETS 
Intangible assets 7 - 12,390 12,390 -
Tangible assets 8 - 7,532 7,532 -

 - 19,922 19,922 -

CURRENT ASSETS 
Debtors 9 1,540 - 1,540 2,233
Investments 10 - 219,711 219,711 -
Cash at bank and in hand 79,082 54,119 133,201 67,274

 80,622 273,830 354,452 69,507

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due within one year 11 (1,401) - (1,401) (2,424)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 79,221 273,830 353,051 67,083

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES  79,221 293,752 372,973 67,083

NET ASSETS 79,221 293,752 372,973 67,083

FUNDS 12
Unrestricted funds 79,221 52,395
Restricted funds 293,752 14,688

TOTAL FUNDS 372,973 67,083

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees and authorised for issue on 15 September 2025  and
were signed on its behalf by: 

H Young - Trustee 

H Gray - Trustee 

The notes form part of these financial statements
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Basis of preparing the financial statements 
The financial statements of the charity, which is a public benefit entity under FRS 102, have been prepared  in
accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102) 'Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement  of
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the  Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January  2019)',
Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic  of
Ireland' and the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. The financial statements have  been
prepared under the historical cost convention. 

Income 
All income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities once the charity has entitlement to the funds,  it
is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably.

Expenditure 
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing  the
charity to that expenditure, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in settlement  and
the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and  has
been classified under headings that aggregate all cost related to the category. Where costs cannot be  directly
attributed to particular headings they have been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use  of
resources.

Intangible assets 
Intangible assets are recognised at cost and are written off over their useful life of 10 years.

Tangible fixed assets 
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over its estimated  useful
life. 

Computer equipment - 20% on cost 

Taxation 
The charity is exempt from tax on its charitable activities.

Fund accounting 
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion of the trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the charity.  Restrictions
arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular restricted purposes.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the financial statements.

Pension costs and other post-retirement benefits 
The charity operates a defined contribution pension scheme. Contributions payable to the charity's  pension
scheme are charged to the  Statement of Financial Activities in the period to which they relate.
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

2. OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES 
31.3.25 31.3.24

as restated 
£ £

Fundraising events - 111

3. INVESTMENT INCOME 
31.3.25 31.3.24

as restated 
£ £

Movement in investments (5,289) -

4. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS 

There were no trustees' remuneration or other benefits for the year ended 31 March 2025 nor for the year  ended
31 March 2024. 

Trustees' expenses 

There were no  trustees' expenses paid for the year ended 31 March 2025 nor for the year ended 31 March 2024. 

5. COMPARATIVES FOR THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Unrestricted Restricted Total

fund funds funds
as restated

£ £ £
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 37,695 2,102 39,797

Charitable activities 
Chartiable activities - 107,408 107,408

Other trading activities 111 - 111

Total 37,806 109,510 147,316

EXPENDITURE ON 
Raising funds 1,264 - 1,264

Charitable activities 
Chartiable activities 10,015 108,408 118,423

Total 11,279 108,408 119,687

NET INCOME 26,527 1,102 27,629

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 25,868 13,586 39,454

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 52,395 14,688 67,083
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

6. PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENT 

The charity has transitioned from preparing its financial statements on a receipts and payments basis to  an
accruals basis in accordance with the Charities Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP).

As a result of this change in accounting policy, comparative figures for the previous financial year have  been
restated to comply with the accruals basis. This restatement reflects adjustments to include all assets,  liabilities,
income, and expenditure in line with the accruals concept.

The key adjustments to the comparative figures include:

- Recognition of income when it is earned or becomes receivable rather than when received.
- Recognition of expenditure when it is incurred rather than when paid.
- Inclusion of accrued income, prepayments, accrued expenses, and liabilities in the comparative statement  of
financial position.

The impact of these adjustments is detailed below:

- Net assets as of 1st April 2024 have been restated from £70,701 to £67,083.
- Surplus for the comparative year has been adjusted from £30,559 to £26,940.

7. INTANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
Website

£
COST
Additions 12,600

AMORTISATION
Charge for year 210

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31 March 2025 12,390

At 31 March 2024 -

8. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
Fixtures

and Computer
fittings equipment Totals

£ £ £
COST
At 1 April 2024 3,619 - 3,619
Additions - 8,861 8,861

At 31 March 2025 3,619 8,861 12,480

DEPRECIATION
At 1 April 2024 3,619 - 3,619
Charge for year - 1,329 1,329

At 31 March 2025 3,619 1,329 4,948

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31 March 2025 - 7,532 7,532

At 31 March 2024 - - -
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

9. DEBTORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR 
31.3.25 31.3.24

as restated 
£ £

Other debtors 1,540 2,233

10. CURRENT ASSET INVESTMENTS 
31.3.25 31.3.24

as restated 
£ £

Listed investments 219,711 -

11. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR 
31.3.25 31.3.24

as restated 
£ £

Trade creditors 432 2,170
Other creditors 969 254

 1,401 2,424

12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 
Net Transfers

movement between At
At 1.4.24 in funds funds 31.3.25

£ £ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 52,395 26,826 - 79,221

Restricted funds 
Better Breaks 20/21 498 (498) - -
Pavers Charitable Trust 47 (47) - -
Connect Us Too 2,767 - - 2,767
Better Breaks 23/24 91 (91) - -
Glasgow Communities Fund 23/24 5,721 (5,721) - -
National Lottery Communities Fund 23/24 5,564 (302) (5,262) -
Better Breaks 24/25 - 720 - 720
Glasgow Communities Fund 24/25 - 1,080 - 1,080
Gem Trust - 2,200 - 2,200
Mary Russell Smith Legacy Fund - 279,048 - 279,048
National Lottery Community Fund 24/25 - 2,675 5,262 7,937

 14,688 279,064 - 293,752

TOTAL FUNDS 67,083 305,890 - 372,973
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - continued 

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 34,300 (7,474) 26,826

Restricted funds 
Better Breaks 20/21 - (498) (498)
Pavers Charitable Trust - (47) (47)
Better Breaks 23/24 - (91) (91)
Glasgow Communities Fund 23/24 1 (5,722) (5,721)
National Lottery Communities Fund 23/24 - (302) (302)
Better Breaks 24/25 10,001 (9,281) 720
Glasgow Communities Fund 24/25 44,109 (43,029) 1,080
Gem Trust 2,200 - 2,200
Mary Russell Smith Legacy Fund 283,224 (4,176) 279,048
National Lottery Community Fund 24/25 63,481 (60,806) 2,675

 403,016 (123,952) 279,064

TOTAL FUNDS 437,316 (131,426) 305,890

Comparatives for movement in funds 

Net
movement At

At 1.4.23 in funds 31.3.24
£ £ £

Unrestricted funds 
General fund 25,868 26,527 52,395

Restricted funds 
Better Breaks 20/21 889 (391) 498
Pavers Charitable Trust 164 (117) 47
Agnes Hunter Trust 8,173 (8,173) -
Connect Us Too 4,360 (1,593) 2,767
Better Breaks 23/24 - 91 91
Glasgow Communities Fund 23/24 - 5,721 5,721
National Lottery Communities Fund 23/24 - 5,564 5,564

 13,586 1,102 14,688

TOTAL FUNDS 39,454 27,629 67,083
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - continued 

Comparative net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 37,806 (11,279) 26,527

Restricted funds 
Better Breaks 20/21 - (391) (391)
Pavers Charitable Trust - (117) (117)
Agnes Hunter Trust - (8,173) (8,173)
Connect Us Too 1 (1,594) (1,593)
Better Breaks 23/24 10,000 (9,909) 91
Farrans Construction 1,000 (1,000) -
Glasgow Communities Fund 23/24 29,750 (24,029) 5,721
National Lottery Communities Fund 23/24 66,659 (61,095) 5,564
NDCS 23/24 500 (500) -
Ronald Miller Foundation 1,100 (1,100) -
Virgin Money Foundation 23/24 500 (500) -

 109,510 (108,408) 1,102

TOTAL FUNDS 147,316 (119,687) 27,629

Transfers between restriced funds 

At the year of financial year March 2024, the charity had underspent the sums advanced through the  2023/2024
National Lottery Communities Fund during the year with a balance carried forward at that date of £5,564.

This was transferred into the 2024/2025 National Lottery Communities Fund for the financial year ending  March
2025.

13. RELATED PARTY DISCLOSURES 

There were no related party transactions for the year ended 31 March 2025. 
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Detailed Statement of Financial Activities 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

31.3.25 31.3.24
as restated

£ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS

Donations and legacies
Donations 14,587 26,246
Gift aid 21,914 13,551
Legacies 288,513 -

 325,014 39,797

Other trading activities
Fundraising events - 111

Investment income
Movement in investments (5,289) -

Charitable activities
Grants 117,591 107,408

Total incoming resources 437,316 147,316

EXPENDITURE

Other trading activities
Purchases 2,805 1,264

Charitable activities
Wages 79,669 75,198
Social security 2,202 6,549
Pensions 3,037 2,772
Rates and water 4,521 5,367
Insurance 484 487
Light and heat 1,012 819
Telephone 294 392
Postage and stationery 1,216 1,224
Advertising 1,140 -
Sundries 358 383
Travelling 1,478 923
Computer expenses 1,684 186
Subscriptions 419 751
Training and recruitment 592 2,266
Interpreters fees 4,085 3,671
Group expenses 18,981 10,655
Repairs and maintenance 32 397
Bank charges 64 64
Computer software 210 -
Fixtures and fittings - 3,619
Computer equipment 1,329 -

 122,807 115,723
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West Scotland Deaf Children's Society

Detailed Statement of Financial Activities 
for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

31.3.25 31.3.24
as restated

£ £
Support costs

Governance costs
Accountancy and legal fees 5,814 2,700

Total resources expended 131,426 119,687

Net income 305,890 27,629
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